Surveying for Asbestos – Guidelines from HSE.

A survey of the premises must be undertaken to locate and assess the ACMs. The results of the survey must be recorded in an easily retrievable form, which can then be used to make a risk assessment and draw up a management plan. The management plan may include some or all of the following options:

■ clean up debris;

■ repair;

■ encapsulate (paint or seal);

■ enclose;

■ remove;

■ maintain and update log of ACMs;

■ monitor condition (applies to all presumed or identified ACMs);

■ restrict access/isolate;

■ label or colour code;

■ inform;

■ train;

■define and use safe systems of work;

■ operate a permit-to-work system.

Asbestos surveys

An asbestos survey has three main elements:

■ firstly, it must as far as reasonably practicable locate and record the location, extent and product type of any presumed or known ACMs;

■ secondly, it must inspect and record information on the accessibility, condition and surface treatment of any presumed or known ACMs;

■ thirdly, it should determine and record the asbestos type, either by collecting representative samples of suspect materials for laboratory identification, or by making a presumption based on the product type and its appearance etc. 

Material assessment

The purpose of the material assessment is to establish the relative ability of various types of ACMs to release fibres into the air, should they be disturbed. The type of fibre is also taken into account. This assessment can be carried out as an integral part of the survey, as it requires no knowledge about the building use etc. A simple four parameter additive algorithm is used to assess the likely magnitude of release from the material, given a standard disturbance. This is evaluated using four categories: high, medium, low and very low.

Presumption or identification of ACMs; What to assess and record

A survey must assess and record the following, for each suspect or presumed asbestos material found: 

■ product type;

■ location;

■ extent (or quantity);

■ asbestos type;

■ accessibility;

■ amount of damage or deterioration; and

■ surface treatment (if any).

Presumed ACMs

If a sample is not taken, there must also be a presumption made whether the material is asbestos or non-asbestos. Surveyors may visually assess the edges and damaged areas of suspect materials and record the following: 

■ whether visible fibres are present on close inspection (see MDHS 7710);

■ the colour of the fibres, if visible; and

■ whether fibres are visually consistent with asbestos (eg form bundles with splayed ends).
