· More people die from asbestos-related disease per year than are killed on the roads. 

· Every week 20 tradesmen die from asbestos-related disease. 

· Every week 6 electricians die from asbestos-related disease. 

· Every week 3 plumbers die from asbestos-related disease. 

· It can be present in any building built or refurbished before the year 2000. 

Asbestos was used extensively as a building material in Great Britain from the 1950s through to the mid-1980s. It was used for a variety of different purposes and was ideal for fireproofing and insulation. Any type of building built before 2000 (houses, factories, offices, schools, hospitals etc) could contain asbestos. Asbestos materials in good condition are safe unless the asbestos fibres become airborne, which happens when the materials are damaged.

Asbestos fibres are present everywhere in the environment in Great Britain so everyone is constantly exposed to very low levels of fibres. However, a key factor in the risk of developing an asbestos-related disease is the total number of fibres breathed in. So there is a possibility that being exposed to asbestos fibres for a short period of time can cause cancer. Working on or near damaged asbestos-containing materials or breathing in high levels of asbestos fibres, which may be many hundreds of times that of environmental levels, could increase your chances of getting an asbestos-related disease.

When these fibres are inhaled they can cause serious diseases which are responsible for around 4000 deaths a year. There are three main diseases caused by asbestos: mesothelioma (which is always fatal), lung cancer (almost always fatal) and asbestosis (not always fatal, but it can be very debilitating). 

Remember, these diseases will not affect you immediately but later on in life, so there is a need for you to protect yourself now to prevent you contracting an asbestos-related disease in the future. It is also important to remember that people who smoke and are also exposed to asbestos fibres are at a much greater risk of developing lung cancer. 

The Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations (as amended) place duties on building owners to protect workers from exposure to asbestos.

Anchem have the solution to your asbestos management problems from surveys for asbestos, to risk assessment and the safe remediation and control of risks.
We offer a comprehensive asbestos consultancy and testing service, from a full survey to the material testing, risk assessment and production of a management plan.  We can also supervise your removals effectively and safely with full project management of the removals process.

Anchem are HSE supervisory licence holders and are able and qualified to ensure that any work carried out by an asbestos removal contractor is undertaken correctly, safely and to current quality standards.

By employing an organisation with a supervisory licence to oversee asbestos projects, the client is ensuring compliance with the control of asbestos at work regulation duties. 

Our laboratory facilities provide the support to the consultancy with a comprehensive UKAS asbestos testing facility.

RG8, UKAS’s guidance document for asbestos IBs, clearly states the need for each individual surveyor to hold a minimum qualification in surveying.   This requirement is strongly enforced by UKAS, which can be met by a surveyor holding the BOHS P402 qualification.   More recently another qualification (Level 3 Certificate in Asbestos Inspection Procedures) provided by the Royal Society for the Promotion of Health (RSPH) was submitted to UKAS’ Asbestos Technical Advisory Committee for consideration and was determined to be an acceptable qualification for surveyors: this will be included in the next version of RG8.   

A slightly less clear requirement is for the actual organisation conducting surveys to have at least one key member of staff holding additional qualifications.   This requirement has been re-emphasised by the Asbestos TAC, specifically with respect to the management of asbestos.   UKAS have previously accepted the Certificate of competency in Asbestos qualification (BOHS S301 plus oral examination) or equivalent (as detailed in RG8 / LAB 30).   More recently UKAS has reviewed this position as it was recognised that many very good and experienced surveyors may find it extremely difficult to pass the oral examination as a result of insufficient knowledge of areas that are not directly related to the scope of asbestos surveying.   This issue was discussed at length at UKAS’ Asbestos Technical Advisory Committee meeting in March where it was agreed that, in this area only, the S301 without the oral examination would be recognised.   
Therefore, the policy for asbestos inspection bodies has been revised so that at least one member of staff in a position of responsibility shall hold, as a minimum, the BOHS S301 in addition to the P402 or RSPH Level 3 Certificate.   This will be included in the next version of RG8.   

3. Minimum qualifications for bulk asbestos analysts:   

UKAS policy on the qualifications of authorised analysts is stated in LAB 30: 7.1.3.   A letter sent to all accredited and applicant asbestos laboratories in March 2002 stated that this would come into effect from 31 st December 2003.   With respect to analysts undertaking the identification of asbestos in bulk materials, they are required to hold the P401 as a minimum.   Other relevant qualifications are also acceptable, such as the Certificate of Competence in Asbestos (S301 plus pass in the oral examination) however there has been some confusion as to the acceptability of the S301 on its own. UKAS policy on this has been consistent for a number of years and has recently been reconfirmed by the Asbestos Technical Advisory Committee:   The S301 without the oral is not recognised as a suitable qualification – the complimentary oral is regarded as being a significant part of the overall qualification.   It has been pointed out that the Analysts’ Guide (HSG 248: 2005) only refers to the S301 exam   in chapter 3 (Training & Qualifications): This is an error and UKAS shall be taking this up with HSE.   

4. Minimum qualifications for fibre counting and clearance testing:   

BOHS has produced two modules regarding these areas: P403 (asbestos fibre counting) and P404 (air sampling and clearance testing of asbestos).   Due to the forthcoming changes in the counting rules for asbestos fibres, and the delay in implementing this, UKAS have not yet made it a mandatory requirement for site analysts to hold these qualifications.   However, as previously indicated, this is the intention and after discussions with the Asbestos Technical Advisory Committee it was agreed that these qualifications would become mandatory from the end of December 2006 .   Therefore, for laboratories that are currently employing site analysts without these appropriate qualifications it is strongly recommended that they look to book their staff on these courses at the earliest opportunity.   

5. Four Stage Clearance Certification Process:   

At the request of the HSE, UKAS developed an accreditation process for laboratories undertaking the 4SC process.   This was based on the requirements of both ISO 17025 and ISO 17020, and a pilot was conducted between June 2004 and December 2005 to determine the effectiveness of this approach.   The pilot concluded at the end of December with the accreditation of 83 successful laboratories on 31 st January 2006.  

The HSE is currently proposing changes to the Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations, one of which is a requirement that laboratories undertaking the 4SC process shall be required to hold the appropriate accreditation.   Although currently going through the approval process, it is expected that accreditation for 4SC will become mandatory sometime during 2006.   Any laboratory that wishes to undertake the 4SC process in the future, and has yet to apply to UKAS for accreditation, should contact its allocated UKAS assessment manager at the earliest opportunity to discuss.   Alternatively, unaccredited organisations should contact UKAS by emailing info@ukas.com . 

6 In order to have an effective asbestos management programme, it is necessary to establish clear lines of responsibility for the programme’s management and implementation. A survey of the premises must be undertaken to locate and assess the ACMs. The results of the survey must be recorded in an easily retrievable form, which can then be used to make a risk assessment and draw up a management plan. The management plan may include some or all of the following options:

■ clean up debris;

■ repair;

■ encapsulate (paint or seal);

■ enclose;

■ remove;

■ maintain and update log of ACMs;

■ monitor condition (applies to all presumed or

identified ACMs);

■ restrict access/isolate;

■ label or colour code;

■ inform;

■ train;

■ define and use safe systems of work;

■ operate a permit-to-work system.

Asbestos surveys

7 An asbestos survey has three main elements:

■ firstly, it must as far as reasonably practicable

locate and record the location, extent and

product type of any presumed or known ACMs;

■ secondly, it must inspect and record

information on the accessibility, condition and

surface treatment of any presumed or known

ACMs;

■ thirdly, it should determine and record the

asbestos type, either by collecting

representative samples of suspect materials for

laboratory identification, or by making a

presumption based on the product type and its

appearance etc.

Material assessment

8 The purpose of the material assessment is to

establish the relative ability of various types of

ACMs to release fibres into the air, should they be

disturbed. The type of fibre is also taken into

account. This assessment can be carried out as an

integral part of the survey, as it requires no

knowledge about the building use etc. A simple four

parameter additive algorithm is used to assess the

likely magnitude of release from the material, given

a standard disturbance. This is evaluated using four

categories: high, medium, low and very low.

Presumption or identification of ACMs

What to assess and record

34 A Type 1 and 2 survey must assess and record

the following, for each suspect or presumed

asbestos material found:

■ product type;

■ location;

■ extent (or quantity);

■ asbestos type;

■ accessibility;

■ amount of damage or deterioration; and

■ surface treatment (if any).

Presumed ACMs

35 If a sample is not taken, there must also be a

presumption made whether the material is asbestos

or non-asbestos. Surveyors may visually assess the

edges and damaged areas of suspect materials and

record the following:

■ whether visible fibres are present on close

inspection (see MDHS 7710);

■ the colour of the fibres, if visible; and

■ whether fibres are visually consistent with

asbestos (eg form bundles with splayed ends).
